Oral health in adolescents with immigrant background in Stockholm.
Dental caries and periodontal health was studied in 225 18- and 19-year-old adolescents with different ethnic background. The results showed that immigrant adolescents exhibit an increased prevalence of periodontal disease compared to the Swedish control group whereas no differences were found concerning the prevalence of dental caries. Alveolar bone loss was diagnosed on one or more surfaces in 4.3% of the Swedish adolescents compared to 16.2% in the immigrant group. Subgingival calculus was found among 5.3% of the Swedish adolescents compared to 35.1% in the immigrant group. This study shows that immigrant adolescents must be considered at high risk to develop periodontal disease during adolescents while dental caries can be managed.